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The Sonora Area Foundation is helping the 
Sonora Lions Club and several other community 
organizations chart new territory with a plan to 
assist low-income retired and disabled homeowners 
with the removal of dead, hazardous trees.

“What we’re doing is a first,” said Lions Club 
member Thomas Penhallegon, who is spearheading 
the Tree Mortality Aid Program with fellow club 
member Glenn Gottschall. 
“No other county in the 
state has this.”

TMAP will provide 
help to qualified Tuolumne 
County homeowners after 
five years of drought and 
bark beetle infestations have 
decimated pine and cedar 
populations throughout the 
Sierra Nevada.

Those seeking 
assistance must be the 
home-owner, living in their 
primary residence. They 
must be at least 60 years old, 
or at least 18 if disabled. 
They cannot earn more than 
$29,700 per year if single or 
$40,500 per year for a 
household of two, and they 
cannot have more than 
$20,000 in available assets 
including stocks, bonds and 
savings.

Gottschall, who is also president of the 
Highway 108 FireSafe Council and a four-decade 
veteran of the U.S. Forest Service, first raised the 
issue of retirees and dead tree removal at a Lions 
Club meeting about a year ago.

Penhallegon offered to research what money 
was available and found nothing for homeowners at 
the county or state level. That left only donations, 
which he believed would likely skew small since 
they would not be tax deductible under the club's 
charter. 

He then approached the Sonora Area 
Foundation about establishing a charitable fund 
eligible for tax deductions. The Sonora Lions Club 
donated $5,000 to open the TMAP Fund last July. 

The Foundation immediately boosted the fund 
by $20,000 with grants from the Irving J. Symons 
Foundation for Tuolumne County, the Local 
Emergency Services Support Fund and the Pat and 
Jim Johnson Family Fund.

“Because we do not charge administrative fees, 
100 percent of the donations received by the 
Foundation will be awarded as grants to benefit the 
affected property owners,” said Ed Wyllie, the 
Foundation's outgoing executive director. 

Individuals, families, small businesses and large 
corporations are invited to contribute, Wyllie said. 

Also contributing to the effort are the Area 12 
Agency on Aging, 
Sonora Sunrise Rotary 
Club, Sonora Kiwanis 
Club, Groveland Lions 
Club, Highway 108 
FireSafe Council, 
Yosemite FireSafe 
Council and Sierra 
Nonprofit Services. 

Other agencies 
are always welcome to 
participate, said 
Gottschall, whose time 
with the Forest Service 
includes 16 years as 
deputy superintendent 
of the Stanislaus 
National Forest. 

“It’s much too big 
for one club to 
handle,” Penhallegon 
agreed. “This is a 
complete countywide 
program, which is what 
our overall desire was 

when we started it.” 
The Area 12 Agency on Aging is providing 

office space for the program and screening 
applicants for eligibility. Once qualified, 
homeowners will contract with a tree faller to take 
down the trees and remove the slash. The Sonora 
Area Foundation will then issue funds to the Lions 
Club for payment of the vendors.

Gregory Oliver, who served 13 years as 
Tuolumne County Counsel and for the last four has 
run Catholic Charities’ Sonora Legal Aid Program, 
has been named TMAP administrator. All TMAP 
positions are filled by volunteers.

While Pacific Gas & Electric Co., Caltrans 
and the Tuolumne County Tree Mortality Task 
Force are taking down trees that threaten public 
infrastructure, homeowners have largely been left to 
fend for themselves.

“The people caught in the doughnut hole are 
the seniors who can’t afford to take the trees down,” 

PHOTOS: 
COVER, Tuolumne County tree mortality 
is prevalent in Twain Harte. 
LEFT, Tree removal is a continuing job for 
vendors in our county. TMAP volunteers 
are now working to match funds with 
qualified citizens in need of tree removal.
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Welcome to the Winter 2016-2017 edition of Giving 
Voice. In this issue, we feature several donor funds that you 
can make a gift to. For example, there are the dangers and 
difficulties created by the tree mortality crisis impacting the 
Sierra. In Tuolumne County, local efforts are underway to 
address the crisis. The Tree Mortality Aid Program (TMAP) 
is a project of the Sonora Lions Club, assisting fixed income 
seniors and low income residents with removal of hazard 
trees on private property.  TMAP is explained and 
information provided on how to donate to the TMAP Fund 
established at the Foundation.

This will be my last issue of Giving Voice as Executive 
Director of the Foundation, as I soon will be retiring after over five years in the 
position.  As I have told so many of you, I would not trade away a minute of my time 
with the Foundation. It has been an incredibly rewarding opportunity, allowing me to 
make a difference in our non-profit community and to work with the generous 
individuals and businesses that give back to our community in so many ways. It’s not 
goodbye, because you know that I’ll remain active in our community, but hello to 
another familiar face from our area as the next Executive Director of the Sonora Area 
Foundation – Darrell Slocum. 

Thank you, Ed. Hello everyone. 
As I write this, Ed has me in extreme training mode in 

preparation for his departure. There is much to learn, 
however, I am so fortunate to have this opportunity to 
benefit from his extensive knowledge and understanding of 
the Foundation. He has done a stellar job these last five years 
and will be missed. I’m honored to be associated with Sonora 
Area Foundation and look forward to working with Lin, 
Cathi and our board in continuing our mission. I’m also 
looking forward to connecting with the community in my 
new role. Please call or stop by the Foundation office.

The Sonora Area Foundation strengthens our community 
by assisting donors, making grants and providing leadership in a 

manner consistent with our values.

said Penhallegon, TMAP's fundraising chairman. He 
is a five-year Tuolumne County resident and retired 
businessman who has helped organize kitchens for 
various disasters, including the Rim and Butte fires.

“This area is full of retirees who moved here to 
live out their lives,” he said. “They weren’t 
expecting to pay out thousands and thousands of 
dollars to have their trees taken out.”

A single pine tree can cost $1,000 or more to 
remove. Organizers estimate the work could cost as 
much as $2 million over the next several years. 

“It’s long term,” Penhallegon said. “They’ll be 
signing up for years. It’'s a fact of life.” 

Gottschall said the program could last a decade.
The first applications were accepted on Sept. 

15. As of late October, 49 homeowners had qualified 
for assistance and total contributions had reached 
about $37,000, Gottschall said.

To help boost funds this fall, the Sonora 
Kiwanis Club held a pancake breakfast and the 
Sonora Lions Club held a 24-hour rock-a-thon in 
rocking chairs.

Penhallegon also is working to obtain a 
$100,000 grant through Lions Clubs International 
and the Sonora Lions Club, Highway 108 FireSafe 
Council and Yosemite FireSafe Council each have 
applied for grants of up to $200,000 from Cal Fire.

In addition, Gottschall said an arborist in the 
Central Valley has offered to remove 50 trees at no 
charge.

“There is the potential for us to deal with quite 
a few trees if that's an indication of the generosity of 
the people in the area,” Gottschall said.

He said work will begin as soon as possible, 
hopefully before winter brings the potential of dead 
trees falling into homes.

“Our priority is life and property,” Gottschall 
said. “Removing any tree that could fall on your 
house or injure someone will be at the top of our 
list.”

For more information, call the Tree Mortality 
Hotline at 533-6394 or email 
tmap2016@yahoo.com. 
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New SAF board members welcomed

A 19th-century piece of Tuolumne County 
ranching history has been rescued from an open field 
and will soon be on permanent display at Rocca Park 
in Jamestown.

The Sonora Area Foundation is accepting tax-
deductible charitable contributions to complete the 
project through its new Rocca Park Blacksmith Shop 
and Museum Fund.

The centerpiece of the exhibit will be a 
blacksmith and machine shop that once stood on the 
Rocca Ranch on Algerine Road south of Jamestown, 
where Giovanni Rocca began ranching on several 
thousand acres in 1870. 

“It was more than a blacksmith shop,” said project 
manager Jim Gormely, a member of the Sonora Lions 
Club and perennial community volunteer. “In the 
barn there was a driveline 18 to 20 feet long, and 
under that were grinding wheels, drill presses and a 
fan to draw air out of the hearth, which was the 
blacksmith portion of the shop, and Grandpa Rocca 
built all this in 1870.”

The equipment was powered by a one-cylinder 
gasoline engine, a new contraption at the time. 

“All of the ranchers in the surrounding area would 
come over and use the shop, and you can imagine 
they would sit around and have coffee and maybe 
something a little stronger,” Gormely said.

When the barn began collapsing decades later, the 
wood was disassembled for preservation while the 
equipment was left standing outdoors in an open field.

Descendants of the Rocca family, who now own 
the ranch property, decided to donate the wood and 
equipment to the county for reconstruction in Rocca 
Park. 

The project was adopted by the Jamestown 
Promotion Club. Last March, town merchants asked 
Gormely if he would oversee reconstruction since he 
also had led restoration of the Rocca Park Gazebo two 
years ago.

The project is budgeted at $48,000, with more 
than half of that covered by donated services and 
materials including tree removal, concrete, lumber, 
equipment transport, construction work and more. 

“As I’ve gone from business to business asking for 
things, people have said, ‘We’ll donate it,’” Gormely 
said. 

However, he added, “We do need cash 
contributions because there are some expenses we 
can’t cover.”

Mick Grimes is leading the fundraising efforts.
The Sonora Area Foundation opened the Rocca 

Park Blacksmith Shop and Museum Fund in August 
to accept tax-deductible contributions to help 

complete the project.
“The beauty of the Sonora Area Foundation is 

that they don’t take any fees,” Grimes said. “If 
somebody gives $1, $1 goes to the project.”

Drawings of the proposed shop duplicate the 
original building and were analyzed by the county’s 
Historic Preservation Review Commission. The 
project received approval from the Tuolumne County 
Board of Supervisors on Aug. 16. 

The Tuolumne County Building and Safety 
Division issued building permits in mid-September, 
with initial grading and trenching beginning on Sept. 
29. Completion is expected by the end of January, at 
which time ownership and maintenance will transfer 
to the county.

The machinery will be restored to its original 
operating condition, although there will not be a 
working blacksmith shop, Gormely said.

“If we did that, the permits would change so 
drastically,” he explained. “There are so many safety 
factors involved.”

As envisioned now, one side of the building will 
house the driveline and shop equipment, with a 
walkway in center and static displays on the other 
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The Sonora Area Foundation welcomes two 
new members – Mark Kraft and Dana Mayo – to its 
board of directors. Both are natives of Tuolumne 
County. 

Mark T. Kraft has been a Realtor since 1981 
with a number of professional qualifications and 
community service activities in his background. He 
is a past member and president of the Summerville 
Elementary School Board of Trustees and is a 
founding director of the Summerville High School 
Foundation.

Born and raised in Tuolumne County, Mark 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 1971 to 1975 
and is a Vietnam veteran. He graduated from 

Colorado Mesa University (B.S. in Business 
Management and Accounting) in 1981.

Mark and his wife, Kris, live in the Lambert 
Lake area. They have two children and five 
grandchildren.

Also a native of Tuolumne County, Dana Mayo 
is a long time employee of J.S. West and Company, 
serving as general manager since 1998. Dana is 
active in the Sonora Sunrise Rotary Club and 
Tuolumne County Business Council, having been a 
board member with both organizations. He is also a 
member of the Calvary Chapel of Sonora. His wife, 
Lisa, is executive director of the Tuolumne County 
Visitors Bureau. They live in the East Sonora area.

Respect and encouragement go hand-in-hand 
with financial assistance in the GRACE Fund.

The Sonora Area Foundation established the 
fund in September 2012 when an anonymous donor 
expressed a desire to help Tuolumne County 
residents facing emergency situations. 

The Foundation then approached the Mother 
Lode office of Stockton-based Catholic Charities 
about administering the program, including the 
interviewing of applicants and selection of recipi-
ents.

“The purpose of the fund is to help folks who 
have stumbled onto a hardship, such as a medical 
emergency, the loss of a job or a death in the 
family,” said Catherine Driver, regional director of 
Catholic Charities in Sonora. “We want to give 
them a hand up so they can move forward in a 
positive way.”

GRACE stands for Giving Respect And Caring 
Encouragement. 

The fund offers one-time assistance to people 
who have exhausted all avenues of help from other 
social services agencies in Tuolumne County.

“We are the last resort,” Driver said. 
Organizations such as the Amador Tuolumne 

Community Action Agency, Area 12 Agency on 
Aging, Disability Resource Agency for Independent 
Living, Salvation Army and Tuolumne County 
Social Services often refer applicants to the 
program. Other people hear about the fund through 
word of mouth.

Nearly 500 applications have been submitted 

since 2012. About two-thirds of those have received 
funding, said program manager Linda Campbell.

Applicants must live in Tuolumne County, with 
at least one year of residency. They also need to 
provide proof of income and expenses to show they 
will be able to stay financially solvent once they 
receive assistance.

“It’s not here for people to use the system,” 
Driver said. “It’s to help people get on their feet.”

One woman, who lost her job and ended up 
homeless, received money to buy clothes when she 
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wall, including old photographs and small pieces of 
equipment. 

Displays along the exterior entryway will 
showcase aspects of Jamestown’s mining, railroad 
and Indian heritage.

The wooden shed will be 30 feet long and 16 
feet wide. Because it is considered new 
construction, it will require a sidewalk compliant 
with the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

Operating hours will depend on staffing. 
In addition to ranching, the Rocca family 

operated a restaurant in downtown Jamestown until 
it burned down in 1966. After the fire, the family 
donated the land to the county for a park on Main 
Street in the center of town. 

“All the merchants have been saying for years 
that it sure would be nice to have a museum, not 
just for gold mining but for agriculture, the Indian 
influence and locomotives,” Gormely said. “What 
we’re doing is preserving the past for the future. If 
we don’t do something now, we will lose this part of 
the past and the future won’t know how they did 
things in the 1870s.”

Volunteers John Viglienzoni, Tom McMullen,
 Rowdy (the dog), Jim Gormely, Mick Grimes and Joe Sparagna 

Volunteers John Viglienzoni, Tom McMullen,
 Rowdy (the dog), Jim Gormely, Mick Grimes and Joe Sparagna 

secured new work. 
Other recipients have 
gotten help with auto 
repairs, tires, fuel 
cards, rent, medical 
expenses and even 
motorized wheelchair 
batteries.

One family of six 
was living in the 
homeless shelter. The 
mother had a serious 
health condition and 
the father was deaf, 
but they were vigilant 
in trying to improve 
their situation.

“They did 
everything they were 
supposed to do,” 
Driver said. “They 
were out there every 

day in the hot sun looking for work and they totally 
turned their life around.”  

The fund was able to help the family purchase a 
used car large enough for the entire family.

“They were so grateful for what we did and they 
are doing so well now,” Driver said. “That’s what 
this program is all about.”

More information about the program is available 
by calling 532-7632.

Linda Campbell and Catherine Driver
administer the GRACE fund

Linda Campbell and Catherine Driver
administer the GRACE fund
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Management and Accounting) in 1981.

Mark and his wife, Kris, live in the Lambert 
Lake area. They have two children and five 
grandchildren.

Also a native of Tuolumne County, Dana Mayo 
is a long time employee of J.S. West and Company, 
serving as general manager since 1998. Dana is 
active in the Sonora Sunrise Rotary Club and 
Tuolumne County Business Council, having been a 
board member with both organizations. He is also a 
member of the Calvary Chapel of Sonora. His wife, 
Lisa, is executive director of the Tuolumne County 
Visitors Bureau. They live in the East Sonora area.

Respect and encouragement go hand-in-hand 
with financial assistance in the GRACE Fund.

The Sonora Area Foundation established the 
fund in September 2012 when an anonymous donor 
expressed a desire to help Tuolumne County 
residents facing emergency situations. 

The Foundation then approached the Mother 
Lode office of Stockton-based Catholic Charities 
about administering the program, including the 
interviewing of applicants and selection of recipi-
ents.

“The purpose of the fund is to help folks who 
have stumbled onto a hardship, such as a medical 
emergency, the loss of a job or a death in the 
family,” said Catherine Driver, regional director of 
Catholic Charities in Sonora. “We want to give 
them a hand up so they can move forward in a 
positive way.”

GRACE stands for Giving Respect And Caring 
Encouragement. 

The fund offers one-time assistance to people 
who have exhausted all avenues of help from other 
social services agencies in Tuolumne County.

“We are the last resort,” Driver said. 
Organizations such as the Amador Tuolumne 

Community Action Agency, Area 12 Agency on 
Aging, Disability Resource Agency for Independent 
Living, Salvation Army and Tuolumne County 
Social Services often refer applicants to the 
program. Other people hear about the fund through 
word of mouth.

Nearly 500 applications have been submitted 

since 2012. About two-thirds of those have received 
funding, said program manager Linda Campbell.

Applicants must live in Tuolumne County, with 
at least one year of residency. They also need to 
provide proof of income and expenses to show they 
will be able to stay financially solvent once they 
receive assistance.

“It’s not here for people to use the system,” 
Driver said. “It’s to help people get on their feet.”

One woman, who lost her job and ended up 
homeless, received money to buy clothes when she 
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wall, including old photographs and small pieces of 
equipment. 

Displays along the exterior entryway will 
showcase aspects of Jamestown’s mining, railroad 
and Indian heritage.

The wooden shed will be 30 feet long and 16 
feet wide. Because it is considered new 
construction, it will require a sidewalk compliant 
with the Americans With Disabilities Act. 

Operating hours will depend on staffing. 
In addition to ranching, the Rocca family 

operated a restaurant in downtown Jamestown until 
it burned down in 1966. After the fire, the family 
donated the land to the county for a park on Main 
Street in the center of town. 

“All the merchants have been saying for years 
that it sure would be nice to have a museum, not 
just for gold mining but for agriculture, the Indian 
influence and locomotives,” Gormely said. “What 
we’re doing is preserving the past for the future. If 
we don’t do something now, we will lose this part of 
the past and the future won’t know how they did 
things in the 1870s.”

Volunteers John Viglienzoni, Tom McMullen,
 Rowdy (the dog), Jim Gormely, Mick Grimes and Joe Sparagna 

Volunteers John Viglienzoni, Tom McMullen,
 Rowdy (the dog), Jim Gormely, Mick Grimes and Joe Sparagna 

secured new work. 
Other recipients have 
gotten help with auto 
repairs, tires, fuel 
cards, rent, medical 
expenses and even 
motorized wheelchair 
batteries.

One family of six 
was living in the 
homeless shelter. The 
mother had a serious 
health condition and 
the father was deaf, 
but they were vigilant 
in trying to improve 
their situation.

“They did 
everything they were 
supposed to do,” 
Driver said. “They 
were out there every 

day in the hot sun looking for work and they totally 
turned their life around.”  

The fund was able to help the family purchase a 
used car large enough for the entire family.

“They were so grateful for what we did and they 
are doing so well now,” Driver said. “That’s what 
this program is all about.”

More information about the program is available 
by calling 532-7632.

Linda Campbell and Catherine Driver
administer the GRACE fund

Linda Campbell and Catherine Driver
administer the GRACE fund
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ADVISED FUNDS 
Charitable purposes in Tuolumne County
Boyd Family Fund 
Calestini/Alves Family Fund 
Comazzi Family Fund 
Donald A. and Elisabeth Weber Fund 
Farrell Family Fund 
Foothill Ministry Fund 
Front Porch Fund 
Gary & Charlene Dambacher Family Fund 
Geer Family Fund 
Gianelli Family Fund 
Grimes Family Fund 
Irving J. Symons Trustees Fund 
Jelito Charitable Fund 
Joe Martin Family Fund 
Kiwanis Club of Sonora Fund 
Marjorie L. Coffill Charitable Fund 
Norbert and Elaine Wilson Endowment Fund 
Ozbirn Family Fund 
Pat and Jim Johnson Family Fund 
Priest Family Fund 
Reb and Susan Silay Fund 
Todd and Cyndi Simonson Fund  
Tuolumne Angel Fund 
Tuolumne Sunrise Fund 

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Art & Fritzi Hender Memorial Fund – To benefit youth of 

Tuolumne County
Barbara McClymont Fund – Student needs at Sonora 

Elementary School
Betty Regelin Fund – Support ATCAA Family Homeless Shelter
Bill of Rights Fund – Bill of Rights education at Sonora 

Elementary School
BOB Health Van – Support of BOB the Health Van
Calaveras Tennis Fund - Support Tennis in Calaveras County
Children's Holiday Party Fund – Programs for children in need 

in Tuolumne County
Comfort Project Fund – Quilts for children and elders in need 
Comfort Project Endowment Fund – A growing endowment for 

the Comfort Project

Community Indicators Project Fund – Measurement and 
assessment of Tuolumne County

Dan Imfeld Educational Incentive Fund – Support at-risk 
youth through educational incentives

Donald and Renee Paulsen Fund – Charitable purposes in City 
of Sonora

Dorothy Daniels Memorial Fund – Endowment for Sonora 
United Methodist Church

Ernest Olivieri Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks Lodge 
Scholarship program

Fire Chief's Association Training Fund – Purchase and 
maintenance of training equipment

Friends of the Children's Park Fund – Park maintenance and 
youth recreation

Friends of Tuolumne County Library Fund – Support 
Tuolumne County Library

George James Memorial Education Fund – TuCARE fund for 
teacher education in natural resources

Graser-Knudson Memorial Fund – Endowment for Twain Harte 
recreational purposes

Keep Railtown Rolling – Support for Railtown 1897
Kiwanis Childspree – Back-to-school shopping spree fund for 

children in need
Leadership Tuolumne County Fund – Support the Leadership 

Tuolumne County program
Lucille Arnold Fund – Provide success for youth at-risk
Marjorie L. Coffill Local History Fund – Tuolumne County 

Library materials on Mother Lode history
Mary Jo Brereton Fund – Program support for Omega Nu
Memoir Center Fund – Support Tu. Co. Veterans History 

Project
Miller Endowed Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks Lodge 

Scholarship program
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Support special education 

and ROP Health Careers at Sonora High School
Mrs. Pringle Music Fund – Classical music appreciation for 

any K-8 school in Tuolumne County
Rocca Park Blacksmith & Museum Restoration Fund – 

Support restoration of Rocca Park
Smile Keepers Fund – Support dental needs of the 

underserved in Tuolumne County
Sonora Parent Nursery School Legacy Fund – Non-Profit 

Nursery School Programs
SOS/Safety Net Fund for Tuolumne County - Support Safety 

Net programs in Tuolumne County

South Tuolumne County Museum Library Fund – Maintenance 
of the Groveland museum-library

Stage 3 Theatre Company Fund – Support programs and 
projects of Stage 3

Tree Mortality Aid Program Fund - Provide assistance for 
removal of trees impacted by the tree mortality crisis in 
Tuolumne County

Tuolumne County Eye Care Fund – Eye care needs in Tuolumne 
County

Tuolumne County GRACE Fund – Assistance for unmet needs of 
Tuolumne County residents

Tuolumne County Juvenile Judges Fund – Needs of Tuolumne 
County youth referred by justices

Tuolumne Tennis Association Fund – Maintain tennis courts in 
Twain Harte

Twain Harte Skate Park Fund – Skate park maintenance 
Vial for Life Fund – Provide life saving opportunities for the 

citizens of Tuolumne County
Vision Sonora Capital Improvement Fund – Capital projects 

benefitting Vision Sonora
Wings Fund – Expenses for the non-medical care of ill children
YES Partnership Fund – Support of the YES Partnership coalition

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS
Elinor F. Brown Endowment Fund – Endowed fund for Tuolumne 

County educational purposes
J.R. Christensen Family Fund – Nursing and health education in 

Tuolumne County
Jim and Louise Angelo Family Fund –Tuolumne County schools 

for educational purposes
Local Emergency Services Support Fund – Disaster prevention 

and recovery
Mother Lode Wellness Fund – Support of medical/wellness 

purposes in Tuolumne County
Robert C. Jones Fund – Advocacy for those who experience 

discrimination
Trail Me About It Fund – Enhance and improve non-motorized 

trails in Tuolumne County

AGENCY DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Calaveras Heritage Council Fund 
Habitat for Humanity of Tuolumne County Fund
Hospice of the Sierras Fund 
Humane Society of Tuolumne County Fund 
Jamestown Family Resource Center
Mother Lode Wildlife Care Fund
Rose Wolf Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Fund 
Salvation Army of Tuolumne County Fund
Sierra Foothills Residential Care Fund
Sierra NonProfit Services Fund
Sierra Repertory Theatre Fund 
Southside Senior Services Fund 
Summerville High Foundation Endowment Fund
Support Sonora School Fund
Tuolumne County Arts Alliance KASA Fund
WATCH Endowment Fund 

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Cunningham Family Fund 
Homer Latimer Fund
Martha Barnes Tuolumne County Betterment Fund
Sonora Area Foundation Futures Fund

Thomas Pugh Fund
Toni Gibson Fund

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
Irving J. Symons Foundation for Tuolumne County 
Symons Family Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Aaron Baker Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: athletics
Andy Fredericks Memorial Scholarship – Fire fighting 

programs and scholarships 
Aronos Women's Research Club Scholarship – Columbia 

College: nursing and/or teaching
Bill Gerber Memorial Scholarship – Summerville High: 

athletics
Black Oak Casino Resort Scholarship – Employees and 

dependents: continuing education
Bret Laws Memorial Scholarship – Columbia College: fire 

science
Brockman Family Scholarship – Sonora High: education
Bruce Paxton Memorial Scholarship –Tuolumne County 

high schools: music
Bryce Matthew Sanguinetti Scholarship – Sonora and 

Summerville: academics and sports
Carl & Marilyn Keller – Sonora High: Engineering, Medical, 

Agriculture
Community Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools - 

higher education
Cory D. White Memorial Scholarship – Continuing 

education
Dan Imfeld Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools – 

higher education
David Paul Grant Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County 

high schools: law enforcement – EMT-fire science
Doc Curtice Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

academics
Earl and Mary Purdy Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

music or physical education
Elaine Symons Baker Scholarship – Sonora High: 

academics
Eva Schicke Memorial Scholarship – Nursing or fire science
Firefighter Michael Chad Harris Scholarship – Columbia 

College & Napa College: fire technology
Front Porch Columbia College Scholarship – Tuolumne 

County high schools: attending Columbia College and then 
transfer on to pursue bachelor degree

Front Porch Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 
math, engineering, computer science

Gardella College Fund – Sonora High: interest in local 
government or politics

Gilbert Poulter Scholarship – Sonora High, Summerville 
High and Columbia College; higher education

Gina Marie Gardella Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
Agricultural intention

Harry A. Riedinger Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

HealthLitNow Healthcare Career Scholarship - Tuolumne 
County high schools: health field

Highland Oaks Natural Resources Scholarship – Columbia 
College: natural resources

Homer Latimer Scholarship – Sonora High and Summerville 
High: academics

James O. Dale Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: plumbing, pipefitting, mechanic, air conditioning, 
fire sciences

Jeff Vassallo Memorial Scholarship – Summerville High: 
Friday Night Live 

Jennie Evans Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools: business 

Jessica Elizabeth Jager Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: academics

Jim Baldrige Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: past 
athlete - academics

Joe Martin Family Scholarship – Sonora High: Ag business, 
Ag mechanics, natural resources

John Greeno Memorial Scholarship – for children of fallen 
wildland firefighters

Kathleen Calestini Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Sonora Elementary graduate

Kristi Francis Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Larry and Virginia Reed Twain Harte Rotary Scholarship – 
Summerville High: vocational

Leadership Tuolumne County Scholarship – Past 
Participants of YLTC: academics

Lil Dawson, Winifred Black, Big Oak Rebekah Lodge # 259 
Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: academics

Lyle R. Scott Scholarship – Vocations/trades education
Martha Barnes Scholarship – Summerville High: females, 

non-traditional fields
Martin and Bethel Liljedahl Scholarship – Sonora High: 

agriculture
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Sonora High:  ROP Health 

Careers graduate
Mother Lode Interagency Training Officers 

Scholarship/Bass Family Fire Fighters' Memorial 
Scholarship – Tuolumne and Calaveras high schools: 
public safety

Paul and Jackie Mierop Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Sonora Elementary graduate

Pearl Segerstrom Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Perricone-Hobbin-Hodge Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools: University of California

Ralph and Dotte Francis Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: athletics

Reb and Susan Silay Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: academics & vocational

Richard A. Franco Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics and leadership

Rockwood Scholarship – Sonora High: art
Rodney W. Smith Scholarship – Sonora High: athletics and 

academics
Ross Jones Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 

schools: fire sciences or law enforcement
SUHS Class of '58 Scholarship – Sonora High: higher education
Sgt. Bobby Rapp Ski Scholarship – Dodge Ridge Ski Race Team
Shaws Flat Scholarship – Sonora High: academics and 

vocational
Sierra Music Scholarship – Tuolumne County student: classical 

music lessons
Sierra Quilt Guild Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 

academics
Sonora Elementary Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

Sonora Elementary graduates
Sonora Lions Varvandakis Scholarship – Sonora High male: 

academics
Stephen H. Manson Scholarship – Sonora High: art and nursing
Teresa Mary Thors Scholarship – Secondary education for 

disabled students
Terry Campbell Loshalegro Award – Summerville High: 

academics
Ticket Out Scholarship Fund – Sonora and Summerville High – 

academics
Tuolumne County Community Tennis Scholarship – High school 

students involved in tennis or the arts
Tuolumne County Farm Bureau Scholarship – Tuolumne County 

high schools: agriculture industry
Tuolumne County Sheriff's Posse Scholarship – Tuolumne 

County students: agriculture or related field
Tuolumne County Women's Network Scholarship – Women's 

education
Tuolumne Medical Auxiliary-Connie Leonard Nursing 

Scholarship – Columbia College: Nursing
Tuolumne Sunrise Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 

math, engineering, computer science
Vicki White PEO Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High 

Alternative Ed.: vocational/trade, college or university 
education

Wes and Ruth Wyllie Memorial Art Scholarship – Summerville 
or Sonora High: art

William and Doris Morris Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Wilma Lindberg Memorial Scholarship – Summerville or Sonora 
High: elementary teaching

Approximately 100 children from Tuolumne County will 
enjoy a magical journey to the North Pole and back on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, during the third annual Polar Express 
Train Ride.

Through a random drawing, the 3- to 5-year-olds will 
be selected by the Sonora Area Foundation to receive free 
tickets to the train ride at Railtown 1897 State Historic 
Park in Jamestown.

The ride features characters from the magical children’s 
story “The Polar Express” as well as complimentary cookies 
and hot chocolate.

Railtown 1897 Prepares
for third Polar Express ride

KASA, the Kids Art Studies Academy, opened in October 2012 on 
the Historic Sonora Dome Campus as part of the Tuolumne County Arts 
Alliance. Its mission is to serve residents and students of all ages, 
including adults, in the exploration of multi-disciplined art experiences.

In March 2105, the academy was one of 25 Tuolumne County non-
profit organizations focusing on children to receive a $10,000 grant in 
celebration of the Foundation’s 25th anniversary.

The Foundation also opened the KASA Fund in December 2015 with 
an initial gift of $10,000 to create new programs and opportunities for 
youngsters through the arts.

Tax-deductible donations to the KASA Fund are always welcome. 
These funds can only be used for program support and special events and 
are never used for operational needs or salaries.

KASA sparks creativity in kidsKASA sparks creativity in kids
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ADVISED FUNDS 
Charitable purposes in Tuolumne County
Boyd Family Fund 
Calestini/Alves Family Fund 
Comazzi Family Fund 
Donald A. and Elisabeth Weber Fund 
Farrell Family Fund 
Foothill Ministry Fund 
Front Porch Fund 
Gary & Charlene Dambacher Family Fund 
Geer Family Fund 
Gianelli Family Fund 
Grimes Family Fund 
Irving J. Symons Trustees Fund 
Jelito Charitable Fund 
Joe Martin Family Fund 
Kiwanis Club of Sonora Fund 
Marjorie L. Coffill Charitable Fund 
Norbert and Elaine Wilson Endowment Fund 
Ozbirn Family Fund 
Pat and Jim Johnson Family Fund 
Priest Family Fund 
Reb and Susan Silay Fund 
Todd and Cyndi Simonson Fund  
Tuolumne Angel Fund 
Tuolumne Sunrise Fund 

DESIGNATED FUNDS
Art & Fritzi Hender Memorial Fund – To benefit youth of 

Tuolumne County
Barbara McClymont Fund – Student needs at Sonora 

Elementary School
Betty Regelin Fund – Support ATCAA Family Homeless Shelter
Bill of Rights Fund – Bill of Rights education at Sonora 

Elementary School
BOB Health Van – Support of BOB the Health Van
Calaveras Tennis Fund - Support Tennis in Calaveras County
Children's Holiday Party Fund – Programs for children in need 

in Tuolumne County
Comfort Project Fund – Quilts for children and elders in need 
Comfort Project Endowment Fund – A growing endowment for 

the Comfort Project

Community Indicators Project Fund – Measurement and 
assessment of Tuolumne County

Dan Imfeld Educational Incentive Fund – Support at-risk 
youth through educational incentives

Donald and Renee Paulsen Fund – Charitable purposes in City 
of Sonora

Dorothy Daniels Memorial Fund – Endowment for Sonora 
United Methodist Church

Ernest Olivieri Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks Lodge 
Scholarship program

Fire Chief's Association Training Fund – Purchase and 
maintenance of training equipment

Friends of the Children's Park Fund – Park maintenance and 
youth recreation

Friends of Tuolumne County Library Fund – Support 
Tuolumne County Library

George James Memorial Education Fund – TuCARE fund for 
teacher education in natural resources

Graser-Knudson Memorial Fund – Endowment for Twain Harte 
recreational purposes

Keep Railtown Rolling – Support for Railtown 1897
Kiwanis Childspree – Back-to-school shopping spree fund for 

children in need
Leadership Tuolumne County Fund – Support the Leadership 

Tuolumne County program
Lucille Arnold Fund – Provide success for youth at-risk
Marjorie L. Coffill Local History Fund – Tuolumne County 

Library materials on Mother Lode history
Mary Jo Brereton Fund – Program support for Omega Nu
Memoir Center Fund – Support Tu. Co. Veterans History 

Project
Miller Endowed Fund: Elks Lodge 1587 – Support Elks Lodge 

Scholarship program
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Support special education 

and ROP Health Careers at Sonora High School
Mrs. Pringle Music Fund – Classical music appreciation for 

any K-8 school in Tuolumne County
Rocca Park Blacksmith & Museum Restoration Fund – 

Support restoration of Rocca Park
Smile Keepers Fund – Support dental needs of the 

underserved in Tuolumne County
Sonora Parent Nursery School Legacy Fund – Non-Profit 

Nursery School Programs
SOS/Safety Net Fund for Tuolumne County - Support Safety 

Net programs in Tuolumne County

South Tuolumne County Museum Library Fund – Maintenance 
of the Groveland museum-library

Stage 3 Theatre Company Fund – Support programs and 
projects of Stage 3

Tree Mortality Aid Program Fund - Provide assistance for 
removal of trees impacted by the tree mortality crisis in 
Tuolumne County

Tuolumne County Eye Care Fund – Eye care needs in Tuolumne 
County

Tuolumne County GRACE Fund – Assistance for unmet needs of 
Tuolumne County residents

Tuolumne County Juvenile Judges Fund – Needs of Tuolumne 
County youth referred by justices

Tuolumne Tennis Association Fund – Maintain tennis courts in 
Twain Harte

Twain Harte Skate Park Fund – Skate park maintenance 
Vial for Life Fund – Provide life saving opportunities for the 

citizens of Tuolumne County
Vision Sonora Capital Improvement Fund – Capital projects 

benefitting Vision Sonora
Wings Fund – Expenses for the non-medical care of ill children
YES Partnership Fund – Support of the YES Partnership coalition

FIELD OF INTEREST FUNDS
Elinor F. Brown Endowment Fund – Endowed fund for Tuolumne 

County educational purposes
J.R. Christensen Family Fund – Nursing and health education in 

Tuolumne County
Jim and Louise Angelo Family Fund –Tuolumne County schools 

for educational purposes
Local Emergency Services Support Fund – Disaster prevention 

and recovery
Mother Lode Wellness Fund – Support of medical/wellness 

purposes in Tuolumne County
Robert C. Jones Fund – Advocacy for those who experience 

discrimination
Trail Me About It Fund – Enhance and improve non-motorized 

trails in Tuolumne County

AGENCY DESIGNATED FUNDS 
Calaveras Heritage Council Fund 
Habitat for Humanity of Tuolumne County Fund
Hospice of the Sierras Fund 
Humane Society of Tuolumne County Fund 
Jamestown Family Resource Center
Mother Lode Wildlife Care Fund
Rose Wolf Wildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Fund 
Salvation Army of Tuolumne County Fund
Sierra Foothills Residential Care Fund
Sierra NonProfit Services Fund
Sierra Repertory Theatre Fund 
Southside Senior Services Fund 
Summerville High Foundation Endowment Fund
Support Sonora School Fund
Tuolumne County Arts Alliance KASA Fund
WATCH Endowment Fund 

UNRESTRICTED FUNDS
Cunningham Family Fund 
Homer Latimer Fund
Martha Barnes Tuolumne County Betterment Fund
Sonora Area Foundation Futures Fund

Thomas Pugh Fund
Toni Gibson Fund

SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS
Irving J. Symons Foundation for Tuolumne County 
Symons Family Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS
Aaron Baker Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: athletics
Andy Fredericks Memorial Scholarship – Fire fighting 

programs and scholarships 
Aronos Women's Research Club Scholarship – Columbia 

College: nursing and/or teaching
Bill Gerber Memorial Scholarship – Summerville High: 

athletics
Black Oak Casino Resort Scholarship – Employees and 

dependents: continuing education
Bret Laws Memorial Scholarship – Columbia College: fire 

science
Brockman Family Scholarship – Sonora High: education
Bruce Paxton Memorial Scholarship –Tuolumne County 

high schools: music
Bryce Matthew Sanguinetti Scholarship – Sonora and 

Summerville: academics and sports
Carl & Marilyn Keller – Sonora High: Engineering, Medical, 

Agriculture
Community Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools - 

higher education
Cory D. White Memorial Scholarship – Continuing 

education
Dan Imfeld Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools – 

higher education
David Paul Grant Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County 

high schools: law enforcement – EMT-fire science
Doc Curtice Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

academics
Earl and Mary Purdy Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

music or physical education
Elaine Symons Baker Scholarship – Sonora High: 

academics
Eva Schicke Memorial Scholarship – Nursing or fire science
Firefighter Michael Chad Harris Scholarship – Columbia 

College & Napa College: fire technology
Front Porch Columbia College Scholarship – Tuolumne 

County high schools: attending Columbia College and then 
transfer on to pursue bachelor degree

Front Porch Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 
math, engineering, computer science

Gardella College Fund – Sonora High: interest in local 
government or politics

Gilbert Poulter Scholarship – Sonora High, Summerville 
High and Columbia College; higher education

Gina Marie Gardella Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
Agricultural intention

Harry A. Riedinger Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

HealthLitNow Healthcare Career Scholarship - Tuolumne 
County high schools: health field

Highland Oaks Natural Resources Scholarship – Columbia 
College: natural resources

Homer Latimer Scholarship – Sonora High and Summerville 
High: academics

James O. Dale Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: plumbing, pipefitting, mechanic, air conditioning, 
fire sciences

Jeff Vassallo Memorial Scholarship – Summerville High: 
Friday Night Live 

Jennie Evans Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools: business 

Jessica Elizabeth Jager Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: academics

Jim Baldrige Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: past 
athlete - academics

Joe Martin Family Scholarship – Sonora High: Ag business, 
Ag mechanics, natural resources

John Greeno Memorial Scholarship – for children of fallen 
wildland firefighters

Kathleen Calestini Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Sonora Elementary graduate

Kristi Francis Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Larry and Virginia Reed Twain Harte Rotary Scholarship – 
Summerville High: vocational

Leadership Tuolumne County Scholarship – Past 
Participants of YLTC: academics

Lil Dawson, Winifred Black, Big Oak Rebekah Lodge # 259 
Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: academics

Lyle R. Scott Scholarship – Vocations/trades education
Martha Barnes Scholarship – Summerville High: females, 

non-traditional fields
Martin and Bethel Liljedahl Scholarship – Sonora High: 

agriculture
Minnie Wind Wolfinbarger Fund – Sonora High:  ROP Health 

Careers graduate
Mother Lode Interagency Training Officers 

Scholarship/Bass Family Fire Fighters' Memorial 
Scholarship – Tuolumne and Calaveras high schools: 
public safety

Paul and Jackie Mierop Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne 
County high schools: Sonora Elementary graduate

Pearl Segerstrom Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Perricone-Hobbin-Hodge Scholarship – Tuolumne County 
high schools: University of California

Ralph and Dotte Francis Memorial Scholarship – Sonora 
High: athletics

Reb and Susan Silay Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 
schools: academics & vocational

Richard A. Franco Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics and leadership

Rockwood Scholarship – Sonora High: art
Rodney W. Smith Scholarship – Sonora High: athletics and 

academics
Ross Jones Memorial Scholarship – Tuolumne County high 

schools: fire sciences or law enforcement
SUHS Class of '58 Scholarship – Sonora High: higher education
Sgt. Bobby Rapp Ski Scholarship – Dodge Ridge Ski Race Team
Shaws Flat Scholarship – Sonora High: academics and 

vocational
Sierra Music Scholarship – Tuolumne County student: classical 

music lessons
Sierra Quilt Guild Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 

academics
Sonora Elementary Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 

Sonora Elementary graduates
Sonora Lions Varvandakis Scholarship – Sonora High male: 

academics
Stephen H. Manson Scholarship – Sonora High: art and nursing
Teresa Mary Thors Scholarship – Secondary education for 

disabled students
Terry Campbell Loshalegro Award – Summerville High: 

academics
Ticket Out Scholarship Fund – Sonora and Summerville High – 

academics
Tuolumne County Community Tennis Scholarship – High school 

students involved in tennis or the arts
Tuolumne County Farm Bureau Scholarship – Tuolumne County 

high schools: agriculture industry
Tuolumne County Sheriff's Posse Scholarship – Tuolumne 

County students: agriculture or related field
Tuolumne County Women's Network Scholarship – Women's 

education
Tuolumne Medical Auxiliary-Connie Leonard Nursing 

Scholarship – Columbia College: Nursing
Tuolumne Sunrise Scholarship – Tuolumne County high schools: 

math, engineering, computer science
Vicki White PEO Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High 

Alternative Ed.: vocational/trade, college or university 
education

Wes and Ruth Wyllie Memorial Art Scholarship – Summerville 
or Sonora High: art

William and Doris Morris Memorial Scholarship – Sonora High: 
academics

Wilma Lindberg Memorial Scholarship – Summerville or Sonora 
High: elementary teaching

Approximately 100 children from Tuolumne County will 
enjoy a magical journey to the North Pole and back on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, during the third annual Polar Express 
Train Ride.

Through a random drawing, the 3- to 5-year-olds will 
be selected by the Sonora Area Foundation to receive free 
tickets to the train ride at Railtown 1897 State Historic 
Park in Jamestown.

The ride features characters from the magical children’s 
story “The Polar Express” as well as complimentary cookies 
and hot chocolate.

Railtown 1897 Prepares
for third Polar Express ride

KASA, the Kids Art Studies Academy, opened in October 2012 on 
the Historic Sonora Dome Campus as part of the Tuolumne County Arts 
Alliance. Its mission is to serve residents and students of all ages, 
including adults, in the exploration of multi-disciplined art experiences.

In March 2105, the academy was one of 25 Tuolumne County non-
profit organizations focusing on children to receive a $10,000 grant in 
celebration of the Foundation’s 25th anniversary.

The Foundation also opened the KASA Fund in December 2015 with 
an initial gift of $10,000 to create new programs and opportunities for 
youngsters through the arts.

Tax-deductible donations to the KASA Fund are always welcome. 
These funds can only be used for program support and special events and 
are never used for operational needs or salaries.

KASA sparks creativity in kidsKASA sparks creativity in kids



Choose a giving option right for you. 
Call today for your free copy of our 
newest Giving Guide. 

533-2596

Donor Advised Funds. You can have 
ongoing involvement in the use of your gift. 

Unrestricted Funds. Your gift can address 
ever-changing community needs - including 
future needs that often cannot be anticipated 
at the time your gift is made. 

Field of Interest Funds. You can target your 
gift to address needs in an important area of 
community life: Arts, Aging, Conservation, 
At-risk youth, Environment. 

Scholarships. You can invest your gift in our 
community’s future and show students you 
care, all with the guidance and personal 
services of the Foundation.

Designated Funds. You can direct your gift 
to a specific nonprofit organization or 
purpose. Help provide ongoing funding for 
any nonprofit charitable organization.

We’d be honored to assist you 
in creating your legacy.


